Prevalence of neutralizing antibodies to Akabane virus in ruminants in Saudi Arabia.
A total number of 2125 serum samples collected from indigenous sheep and goats and locally-raised cattle from different localities in Saudi Arabia, were screened for Akabane virus-neutralizing antibodies. The overall prevalence of antibodies was 32% in the animals examined. However the prevalence in cattle was 49%, while in sheep and goats it was 17%. No clinical cases of Akabane have been confirmed so far in Saudi Arabia; but virus isolation attempts are ongoing.